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Under the newly adopted COMAR 10.15.03, food service faci l i t ies that heat and hot hold only
commercial ly processed hot dogs are considered nroderate priori ty faci l i t ies. Previously under a
l99l Interpretive Memorandurn entit led, "Priori ty Assessrnent for Chain Food Service
Facil i t ies", convenience stores which reheated only corrirr iercial ly produced hot dogs and hot
held them fbr service could have been classi l led as a lorv priori ty faci l i ty. This rvas in l ight of
epiderniological evidence indicating that hot dogs were rarely involved irr food-borne disease
outbreaks in food service taci l i t ies.

Given the increase in food-borne disease outbreaks due to hot dogs, a decrease in convenience
stores that heat and hot hold only commercial ly processed hot dogs, and the increased
availabi l i ty of prepackaged, ready to heat and eat, individual serving sized hot dog products, i t  is
reasonable to consider faci l i t ies heating and hot holding hot dogs as moderate priori ty faci l i t ies.

This memorandum wil l  be placed on the Retai l  Facil i t ies page of the Off ice of Food Protection
Website at: http://wrvw.cha.state.rnd.us/ofpchs/fclretail.html . Any questions regarding this
docunrentshouldbedi rectedtotheDiv is ionofFaci l i tvandProcessRevierv at410-167-8400.
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